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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 
This is a response to the Office Action mailed 08/03/2004 which was a 
"Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment" with respect to Applicants' amendment 
document mailed 7/19/2004 wherein claim 16 had an improper status identifier. 
Please accept this Replacement Preliminary Amendment in a RCE Application 
that provides a proper status identifier for claim 16. Prior to examination and in 
response to the Office Action mailed April 20, 2004, please amend the above- 
identified application as follows: 
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